
 
 

Dear Reader,   

We are delighted to introduce you with the first issue of FuelCellEurope E-Zine, the new quarterly 
online publication of FuelCellEurope.  

FuelCellEurope is the European association of the fuel cell sector. Our mission is to accelerate 
the development and commercialization of fuel cells throughout Europe.  

The E-Zine presents major developments, news and achievements of the fuel cell sector in Europe. 

Make sure you register (free of charge) to the E-Zine and enjoy the reading! 

Should you wish to publish any news in the E-Zine or submit suggestions please contact us at: 
secretariat@fuelcelleurope.org 

 
Edition’s top stories: Recent key milestones demonstrate promising future for 
fuel cells and hydrogen in transport! 
 

 

While all eyes are lately set on electric 
vehicles, using the energy stored in 
batteries, the major breach could also come 
from hydrogen fuel cell powered vehicles, 
unveiling the enormous potential of fuel cell 
technologies in automotive applications.  

Recent leading developments in fuel cells 
and hydrogen industry are marking a crucial 
step towards the serial production of 
emission-free and highly efficient fuel cell 

vehicles.  

 

Daimler Chief Executive Officer Dieter Zetsche declared during the Frankfurt Auto Show mid 
September  that hydrogen fuel cells, not batteries, are the ultimate way to move beyond oil. "The 
chances further down the road seem to me better on the fuel-cell side than on the battery-
electric side," Zetsche told reporters at the show on Sept. 15. Hydrogen 

Major automotive manufacturers and leading industrial companies have lately expressed their strong 
commitment to the deployment of fuel cell vehicles in Germany, along with the appropriate Hydrogen 
Infrastructure. They forecast that from 2015 onwards a quite significant number of electric 
vehicles with fuel cell could be commercialized. 

These milestones are backed up “on the field” by successful demonstration projects and prototypes, 
fostering pre-commercialization phases and first series of fuel cells produced cars in Europe, such as 
the launching by Mercedes-Benz of its first series of Class B fuel cell vehicles (see picture).  
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On the 9th of September, Major automotive manufacturers in fuel cell technology - Daimler AG, Ford 
Motor Company, General Motors Corporation/Opel, Honda Motor Co., Ltd., Hyundai Motor 
Company, Kia Motors Corporation, the alliance Renault SA and Nissan Motor Corporation and 
Toyota Motor Corporation signed a Letter of Understanding committing to the development and 
market introduction of electric vehicles with fuel cell. Signatories forecast that from 2015 onwards a 
quite significant number of electric vehicles with fuel cell should be commercialized. Companies 
recognized that in order to ensure a successful market introduction of electric vehicles with fuel cells, a 
hydrogen infrastructure has to be built up with sufficient density. The network is required by 2015 and 
should be built-up from metropolitan areas via corridors into area-wide coverage. The signing 
manufacturers strongly support the idea of building-up a hydrogen infrastructure in Europe, with 
Germany as regional starting point and at the same time developing similar concepts for the market 
penetration of hydrogen infrastructure in other regions of the world, including the USA, Japan and 
Korea as further starting points. Following this announcement,  leading gas companies and energy 
utilities signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the German Minister for Transport (Wolfgang 
Tiefensee) to create the “H2 mobility” initiative to speed up the setting-up of a hydrogen infrastructure 
in Germany so as to promote serial production of electric vehicles with fuel cells. The partners of the 
initiative are Linde, Daimler, EnBW, OMV, Shell, Total, Vattenfall and the NOW GmbH National 
Organisation Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technology. 

Major achievements are also made in the buses sector, and more importantly in the public transport 
buses area.  With the end of the world's largest hydrogen powered bus fleet project: the 
HyFLEET:CUTE Project, clean, quiet and efficient public transport buses are “here and now”.  

Finally, the leading aircraft manufacturer Airbus, has announced on 08th October 2009 that it will 
equip its aircrafts with a multi-functional fuel cell auxiliary power unit (APU) aimed at on-board 
power and other loads in future commercial airliners. The APU is provided by Intelligent Energy, 
whose CEO, Henri Winand said “The advantage of incorporating hydrogen fuel cell technology into 
aviation is multi-faceted and part of the movement towards “more electric aircraft”. Not only do fuel 
cells reduce emissions and decrease fuel consumption but as we move to a lower carbon economy, 
the airlines can diversify their fuel supply base, becoming less exposed to volatility in fuel prices.” Part 
of EADS, a member of  FuelCellEurope, Airbus has already been investigating how hydrogen fuel cells 
can provide power for aircraft.  

 

News from FuelCellEurope : FuelCellEurope is stimulating the market by 
building the demand side in the postal services 
 

Exciting milestones have been reached lately in the fuel cells industry, marking a stepping stone towards 
the fuel cells deployment and market uptake. 

Yet, the market could be bigger and grow much faster. For this reason, FuelCellEurope is strongly 
committed to stimulating the market demand and accelerating the deployment and commercialization of 
fuel cell products in Europe.  

To this end, a recent ambitious initiative steered by FuelCellEurope, “the Customer application group”, 
connecting the demand side with the fuel cells suppliers’ side is starting to show great success in the 
postal services’ area and attracts interest from wider stakeholders groups.  

  
 

 




